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U.S. Sugar Program Has a History of Burdensome Costs
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Congress passes a farm bill
making costly and marketdistorting changes to the sugar
program.

U.S. sugar prices are ...
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•

Currently: The U.S. sugar program costs
consumers and businesses up to $3.5
billion annually in the form of a hidden
tax.

•

Next 10 Years: The Congressional
Budget Office forecasts that the U.S.
sugar program will cost an additional
$115 million in taxpayer dollars over
the next 10 years.

•

Uncertain Future: The suspension
agreements signed in response to the
antidumping and countervailing duty
petitions against Mexican sugar imports
will further restrain U.S. sugar supplies
and ensure much higher U.S. sugar
prices – and these tight supplies will
last for at least the next five years,
causing the elimination of any
competitiveness in the market.

... higher than world price.

During the farm bill debate, House
and Senate vote narrowly to extend
the sugar program without reform
even though there is bipartisan
support for reform.
Despite being reassured by the
sugar lobby that the program
operates at “no net cost,” in
fiscal year 2013, taxpayer costs
ballooned to nearly $300 million.

2014

Since 2008, when costly and marketdistorting changes were made to the U.S.
sugar program as part of the farm bill, costs
to U.S. consumers, taxpayers and
businesses have been piling up.

In March, U.S. sugar producers file
antidumping and countervailing
duty cases against Mexican sugar
imports, costing consumers an
additional $2.15 billion from April
2014 to March 2015.

The uncertain future

The Congressional Budget Office projects that the U.S. sugar program will cost an additional $115
million over the next 10 years. Additionally, the suspension agreements finalized in December 2014

Learn more here.

Only Congress can fix the U.S. sugar program.
Learn more about the need to reform U.S. sugar policy at www.sugarreform.org.
Connect with us on
Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | Flickr
The Coalition for Sugar Reform is an alliance of consumers, food and beverage manufacturers, trade advocates, environmental groups, taxpayer watchdog
organizations, responsible government advocates, think tanks and other interests. Our objective is to reform the federal government’s intrusive, inefficient,
restrictive and outdated sugar program – a decades-old subsidy that has repeatedly failed to provide adequate supplies of sugar to the U.S. market.

