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Don’t	
  Be	
  Fooled	
  by	
  the	
  ‘Zero-­‐for-­‐Zero’	
  Ploy.	
  	
  
Support	
  the	
  Sugar	
  Reform	
  Amendment	
  to	
  the	
  Farm	
  Bill	
  

	
  
	
  

In	
  an	
  effort	
  to	
  keep	
  costly	
  and	
  protectionist	
  U.S.	
  sugar	
  subsidies	
  in	
  place,	
  the	
  sugar	
  lobby	
  has	
  launched	
  its	
  
latest	
  misleading	
  distraction	
  –	
  the	
  so-­‐called	
  ‘zero-­‐for-­‐zero’	
  strategy,	
  which	
  would	
  have	
  U.S.	
  trade	
  
negotiators	
  press	
  other	
  countries	
  to	
  reform	
  their	
  sugar	
  subsidies	
  before	
  we	
  reform	
  our	
  very	
  own.	
  
International	
  trade	
  expert	
  Bill	
  Reinsch,	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  Foreign	
  Trade	
  Council,	
  unwrapped	
  the	
  
facts	
  on	
  this	
  one.	
  Here’s	
  what	
  he	
  says:	
  

	
  

¥ “…	
  [L]et’s	
  be	
  realistic	
  –	
  it’s	
  not	
  likely	
  to	
  happen	
  and	
  definitely	
  not	
  anytime	
  soon.	
  …	
  Given	
  that	
  the	
  short	
  
and	
  even	
  long-­‐term	
  prospects	
  of	
  this	
  idea	
  becoming	
  reality	
  are	
  slim	
  at	
  best,	
  in	
  the	
  meantime,	
  the	
  
United	
  States	
  should	
  save	
  jobs	
  and	
  taxpayers’	
  and	
  consumers’	
  money	
  and	
  take	
  the	
  lead	
  by	
  
reforming	
  our	
  own	
  protectionist	
  sugar	
  policies.	
  …	
  [T]he	
  House	
  will	
  have	
  an	
  opportunity	
  to	
  do	
  just	
  
that	
  by	
  supporting	
  a	
  sugar	
  reform	
  amendment	
  to	
  the	
  farm	
  bill.	
  	
  

	
  

¥ “…	
  [T]he	
  amendment	
  would	
  make	
  modest	
  reforms	
  to	
  the	
  U.S.	
  sugar	
  program	
  by	
  removing	
  the	
  
market-­‐distorting	
  restrictions	
  that	
  were	
  added	
  in	
  the	
  2008	
  farm	
  bill,	
  while	
  simultaneously	
  relieving	
  
U.S.	
  manufacturers	
  and	
  consumers	
  from	
  the	
  economic	
  burdens	
  that	
  have	
  resulted	
  from	
  these	
  
policies.	
  …	
  [C]urrent	
  U.S.	
  sugar	
  policy	
  is	
  full	
  of	
  import	
  and	
  production	
  restrictions	
  and	
  quotas	
  that	
  have	
  
caused	
  instability	
  in	
  the	
  market	
  and	
  have	
  led	
  to	
  American	
  consumers	
  and	
  businesses	
  shelling	
  out	
  $14	
  
billion	
  in	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  a	
  hidden	
  tax	
  over	
  the	
  last	
  four	
  years.	
  

	
  

¥ “There	
  is	
  no	
  reason	
  not	
  to	
  pursue	
  the	
  ‘zero-­‐for-­‐zero’	
  approach,	
  but	
  in	
  the	
  meantime	
  Congress	
  can	
  take	
  
action	
  this	
  year	
  to	
  reform	
  U.S.	
  sugar	
  policy.	
  No	
  need	
  to	
  wait	
  for	
  the	
  world;	
  let’s	
  address	
  our	
  broken	
  
policies	
  here	
  at	
  home	
  first.”	
  

	
  

Read	
  the	
  full	
  blog	
  here.	
  
	
  

Unwrap	
  the	
  facts	
  for	
  yourself	
  at	
  www.sugarreform.org/unwrapthefacts!	
  
	
  

We	
  Urge	
  Members	
  of	
  Congress	
  to	
  Cosponsor	
  the	
  Bipartisan	
  
Sugar	
  Reform	
  Act	
  (H.R.	
  693)	
  Now	
  and	
  Support	
  the	
  Sugar	
  Reform	
  

Floor	
  Amendment	
  to	
  the	
  2013	
  Farm	
  Bill!	
  

	
  

Learn	
  more	
  about	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  reform	
  U.S.	
  sugar	
  policy	
  at	
  www.sugarreform.org.	
  
Connect	
  with	
  us	
  on	
  

Facebook	
  	
  |	
  Twitter	
  	
  |	
  YouTube	
  	
  |	
  Flickr	
  
	
  

	
  

###	
  
	
  

The	
  Coalition	
  for	
  Sugar	
  Reform	
  is	
  an	
  alliance	
  of	
  consumers,	
  food	
  and	
  beverage	
  manufacturers,	
  trade	
  advocates,	
  environmental	
  groups,	
  taxpayer	
  watchdog	
  organizations,	
  
responsible	
  government	
  advocates,	
  think	
  tanks	
  and	
  other	
  interests.	
  Our	
  objective	
  is	
  to	
  reform	
  the	
  federal	
  government’s	
  intrusive,	
  inefficient,	
  restrictive	
  and	
  outdated	
  sugar	
  

program	
  –	
  a	
  decades-­‐old	
  subsidy	
  that	
  has	
  repeatedly	
  failed	
  to	
  provide	
  adequate	
  supplies	
  of	
  sugar	
  to	
  the	
  U.S.	
  market.	
  


